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Book review of: Ioan Emanuel Căşvean, Logositate şi raţionament 
filosofic în opera lui Nichifor Crainic. Ipostaze ale spiritualităţii ortodoxe 
autohtone (Logosity and philosophical thinking in Nichifor Crainic’s work. 
Ipostases of the authochton Orthodox spirituality), Lumen, 2023. 
 
Ioan Emanuel Căşvean is already a notorious name in the field of the 

contemporary theological and philosophical research. The books, studies 
and articles previously published come to prove its competence (Căşvean 
2020,17-31; Căşvean & Morariu, 2016, 281-289; Căşvean, 2018, 485-494; 
Căşvean, 2020a, 272-276; Căşvean, 2023a; Căşvean, 2023b) and to invite the 
reader to discover aspects of scholarship that were not previously 
investigated. With the recent book entitled: Logositate şi raţionament filosofic în 
opera lui Nichifor Crainic. Ipostaze ale spiritualităţii ortodoxe autohtone (Logosity and 
philosophical thinking in Nichifor Crainic’s work. Ipostases of the authochton Orthodox 
spirituality) published under Lumen Publishing House in Iassy in 2023 
(Căşvean, 2023) he comes to provide a valuable synthesis meant to invite at 
the re-discover of philosopher and thinker Nichifor Crainic. In the same 
time, he manages to fulfil the pour literature dedicated to the writer that 
exists (see for example: Spânu, 2013; Morariu, 2020; Popescu, 2010, 32-36; 
Morariu, 2018, 54-64; Popa, 2010, 41-44; Morariu, 2019, 93-101; Morariu, 
2015, 56-70). 

Segmented into five big chapters and for rewarded by His Grace 
Andrei Andreicuţ, the Metropolitan of Cluj, Maramureş and Sălaj, the book 
tries to present not only the life and work of the philosopher that is critically 
investigated, but also tries to see his work thorough the lengths of the 
etnocracy, a key concept that brings together philosophy, theology and 
philology. As the author of the foreword underlines in the preface:  

"In the five chapters of the work, Father Ioan Emanuel Căşvean, 
starting from the Introduction, stopping at the person of Ion Dobre 
- Nichifor Crainic, analyzing this controversial character, 
emphasizing the fundamental concept for Crainic - Logosity, as well 
as the programmatic project "ethnocracy", he tries to make us 
understand what is with the logos and with the philosophical 
reasoning in the work of the one he deals with." (Căşvean, 2023, 7). 
After an introductory part (Căşvean, 2023, 12-15) and a chapter 

containing general consideration about the reasons that determined the 
author to choose the topic (Căşvean, 2023, 16-52), Emanuel Căşvean 
emphasizes the transformation of Ion Dobre into Nichifor Crainic (Căşvean, 
2023, 53-96) bringing into attention aspects like the philosophical bun of his 
work, or the way how the Christian mystics have shifted his way of 
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understanding the life and world. Later in the 3rd chapter, entitled „Nichifor 
Crainic between the man, the work and the times” (Căşvean, 2023, 97-155) 
the author approaches aspects like the ones that makes him to be a 
controversial personality (ant-Semitism, propaganda, but also the 
imprisonment and his interior change and the change of views about 
Communism). The approach will be continued in the fourth chapter 
(Căşvean, 2023, 156-256), where the „logosity” will be presented as a 
fundamental concept for Crainic and in relationship with „gândirism” 
(taughtism) current, as a gate to thelogia, as a poesis, or as ethos. 

Later on, in the last chapter of the demarche (Căşvean, 2023, 257-
365), the author presents etnocracy as a pragmatical project of the thinker, 
linking it with aspects like Church, nation, ethne or political theology. In the 
same time, the influence that he had on scholars like Dumitru Stăniloae, 
Christian thinker with philosophical work too (Frunză, 1996, 87). 

Fruit of a complex effort of research, that brings into attention the 
life, activity, work and heritage of Nichifor Crainic inviting to his re-discover 
in a different key of lecture, the book of Ioan Emanuel Căşvean entitled: 
Logositate şi raţionament filosofic în opera lui Nichifor Crainic. Ipostaze ale 
spiritualităţii ortodoxe autohtone (Logosity and philosophical thinking in Nichifor 
Crainic’s work. Ipostases of the authochton Orthodox spirituality), published at 
Lumen Publishing House in 2023 is a work that should surely be discovered 
and discussed both by theologians, historians and philosophers.  
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